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Who is this person who has created this list?
Why are they the arbiter of what is good or not?

I have always struggled with Top Ten  etc. lists. And I
suppose even more so just having written one. The
problem with such lists is that the reader is inevitably
made to ponder:

1.
2.

Which, depending on the answers to the first two
questions, is then more often than not followed very
closely by:

    3. Why do I even care what they think?

All valid questions. I know that sounds strange
coming from the author of the list that you are about
to read but it's true. The problem with Top Ten etc.
lists is that they are inherently subjective. Even
though this E-book is called The 25 Best Resources
For Golf Coaches it could very easily be called MY 25
Best Resources For Golf Coaches. 

The thing is, as I'm sure you'll agree, MY 25 Best
Resources doesn't quite have the same ring to it as
THE 25 Best Resources. The marketing gurus, you see,
have got the best of me I'm afraid. And for this I do
apologise.

Introduction



But I do not apologise for shining a light on some of
the finest media and minds in the world of coaching.
For some this may be one of the first times times that
they have been acknowledged for their work. For
others, no further light needed, thank you. Yet all, I
believe, possess the undeniable quality of being able
to help us improve our coaching and are wonderful
resources and references in both the long and short
term.

And I use the word "resource" here deliberately.
These are resources to be resourced. Even though I
personally believe that we as golf coaches probably
place too much emphasis on what we say to our
players rather than all of the other aspects that make
up top coaching, the information given by the
individuals and companies listen in the following
pages is second to none. Information that we can go
back to constantly and strip off the bone.

But importantly what this E-Book is not is The 25 Best
Coaches In Golf nor even The 25 Best Resources In
Golf. What I have in fact tried to make is a list of the
best resources that were made specifically for golf
coaches or that, even though they weren't made
specifically for coaches, are so undeniably helpful to
us that they must be mentioned.

Some other disclaimers that I would be remiss to not
point out are: 



"Resources" in this list are based around the
information. They are not swing analysis
hardware/software or data analysis tools.
I have tried to include resources that would help
the highest number of coaches.
I haven't included longer education courses. The
PGA course, for instance, is a great thing to do but
I wouldn't necessarily describe it as a "resource"
in this sense.
I have tried to include resources that cover the 
 multitude of skills that a coach needs rather than
only focusing on technical knowledge.
I haven't included forums even though they can
be helpful.
I have tried to not have too many resources
coming from the same individual.
I am friends with 2 people listed but have never
met or spoken to any of the others.

All that's left to say is that I hope you enjoy The 25
Best Resources For Golf Coaches and that you too
can benefit from those included.

...even if they are just MY 25 Best Resouces For Golf
Coaches.

Anthony McCarthy



Notes For The Reader

The following list of The 25 Best
Resources For Golf Coaches is
given in alphabetical order.

When you see a word or phrase
that is underlined, this is a link and
can be pressed to be taken to that
specific webpage (we recommend
pressing right-click and then
selecting "Open Link In New Tab").



Adamyounggolf
Of course I would say this as he is a good friend of
mine but both subjectively and objectively Adam is
brilliant. He has a book, online videos and services
galore as well as over 240 free articles on his
website which are absolutely priceless for those
looking to learn.

But besides the quantity of what he produces, it is
the quality that undoubtedly stands out.
Sometimes dealing with quite complicated
concepts, he breaks everything down into
manageable chunks and his work around
improving ball flight and impact (basically our job)
is second to none.

More than anything, though, and this is where
being a friend comes in handy, I know that he cares
deeply about what he puts his name to and the
future of the playing and coaching of this great
game in general. A very trustworthy source.
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https://www.adamyounggolf.com/


Butch Harmon PGA
Presentation

The Oracle speaks.

2 hours and 10 minutes of anecdotes, wisdom and
Butch being his usual charming, gregarious self.

A masterclass in what this profession demands
(both on and off the golf course), it's a brilliant
exposé of the world's best. If you want to know the
nuts and bolts of golf coaching, this is it.

Note: If you like this one then the sit-down chat
with Michael Breed after the presentation delves a
little deeper and a similar conversation with
Morgan Spurlock sheds further light on the great
man.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-jjROYb2RmU&t=6731s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vrz2KakxV20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tpTH1akSi0U


Coaching For Performance
Sir John Whitmore

If this was a ranking instead of a list in alphabetical
order, Sir John Whitmore’s Coaching For
Performance would undoubtedly be number 1 for
me. No single resource has had a greater effect on
my own coaching (and to a certain extent, life) than
this timeless classic. 

You get everything. What is coaching? What are
we trying to foster? Where does the coach sit in
terms of skill acquisition? And the list goes on. And
much like any classic film or book, you pick up
something new every time you go back to it. 

I can’t recommend it highly enough. 
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https://www.amazon.com/Coaching-Performance-Potential-Principles-Leadership/dp/185788535X


Decade Golf
If course management is more your thing then look
no further than Decade Golf by Scott Fawcett. And
if it really is your thing, and has been for a while,
then you probably already know about it.

Using the concepts of probability and chance when
picking effective targets, Decade has blown
through the world of golf in recent years. Scott has
appeared on a number of podcasts and forums
talking about its implementation whilst its best
advertisement is that many of its practitioners have
achieved new heights by using it.

If you are working with golfers who want to aim at
every flag and enjoy themselves then it might be a
bit heavy but if the objective is about performance
and lowering handicaps then it is pretty much
essential to have some sort of knowledge of it.

Note: Decade is a paid service that you can
subscribe to but Scott also has some free videos
about it that you can find on his Youtube account.
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https://decade.golf/
https://www.youtube.com/@scottfawcett3290/videos


Every Shot Counts
Mark Broadie

If there was one book that you would say has
defined the last decade in the world of golf, it
would be Mark Broadie's Every Shot Counts. 

From strokes gained to the importance of distance
off the tee, it's presence is felt far and wide with
even amaetur golfers becoming well-versed in
Broadie-isms. 

It is us as coaches, though,  who in some way hold
the key to the success of Broadie's work, translating
the "data-proven" stats into the ears of our players
and thus becoming the conduit between the
theoretical and the practical. For this to be the case
we must have an understanding of Every Shot
Counts and for it to be used as a reference for us
when we need it.
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https://www.amazon.com/-/es/Mark-Broadie/dp/1592407501/ref=sr_1_1?__mk_es_US=%C3%85M%C3%85%C5%BD%C3%95%C3%91&crid=2J64KU1LREVJA&keywords=every+shot+counts&qid=1683379680&s=books&sprefix=every+shot+count%2Cstripbooks-intl-ship%2C186&sr=1-1


GD's Ultimate Drill Book
Jim Mclean

I make no bones about about it, I'm a drill guy. They
can raise previously unattainable levels of
awareness for the player and work extremely well
to keep things fresh in our lessons. This drill book
by Jim Mclean is certainly one of the best out there
to explore how the use of drills can benefit both
coach and player alike.

Each drill includes descriptions of: in what situation
would you use this drill, how to perform it and the
objective in using it. There is a mix of long and short
game drills and with over 120 to choose from, you'll
be sure to find a drill whatever your player's needs.

Note: Favourites include Claude Harmon's "Hands
Leading Chipping Drill", "Be-Like-Moe Drill" and
"Exension Drill".
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https://www.amazon.com/-/es/Jim-McLean/dp/1592408451/ref=sr_1_1?__mk_es_US=%C3%85M%C3%85%C5%BD%C3%95%C3%91&crid=3FSFWNJ7BAB8A&keywords=golf+digest+ultimate+drill+book&qid=1683379722&s=books&sprefix=golf+digest+ultimate+drill+book%2Cstripbooks-intl-ship%2C207&sr=1-1


Golf In The Life Of Podcast
One of the only resources here made specifically for
coaches and, as the intro to the podcast tells us, it
looks to "deliver relevant and candid education for
golf instructors and coaches all around the world". 

The production has gone through 2 different
iterations: the first of creator and host
extraordinaire Cordie Walker who talked to experts
across a number of golfing fields about all things
coaching. The second takes a much more business-
minded approach as it sees coach WIll Robbins
explore how coaches can broaden their skills and
their earning potential outside the one-on-one
lesson. Both offer up something different but
equally as useful for us as coaches.

Note: Cordie's interview with Max Persson detailing
how he started up a coaching program though
using personal invitations is particularly interesting.

7

http://golfinthelifeof.com/
http://golfinthelifeof.com/group-coaching-at-a-resort-golf-course/


Lockdown Learning
Andrew Rice

Making the most of a bad situation, Andrew Rice’s
Lockdown Learning Series was a brilliant idea to
get coaches’ cogs turning and offer up some great
info during the pandemic. Guests included PGA
Tour players and coaches, biomechanists, CEO’s of
major golf companies and mechanical engineers. 

Andrew does a great job in asking pertinent
questions and then leaving them to it with 31
guests in 36 days all in all. Highly rated.

Note: Outside of Lockdown Learning I would
recommend having a looking at all of Andrew’s
stuff on Youtube as well as Twitter. Even though he
has had tremendous success in the coaching
world, I actually believe he is a quite significantly
underrated coach.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eEHpiAGdME4&list=PLqi_YcUjaavZQGGL58yqCCMooG42NbKXg
https://www.youtube.com/@andrewricegolf
https://twitter.com/AndrewRiceGolf?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor


Michael John Field &
NaturalGolf1958

I couldn't separate these in the end because they're
equally great in the field of pro swings of high
quality with "normally" perfect camera angles.
Okay, we know that we shouldn't really compare
everyone to pros but it is sometimes helpful to see
why certain swings work and others don't.

Michael John Field is more based in Europe with
each video normally covering one player from a
multitude of different angles.

NaturalGolf1958 is, well, I'll be honest, I have no idea
who they are but hidden behind an extensive list of
amateur swings, you'll find a treasure chest of more
recognised players.

Note: Terry Rowles is a very well-respected and
learned coach but on his Youtube channel he also
has a wonderful library of swings.
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https://www.youtube.com/@MichaelJohnField
https://www.youtube.com/@naturalgolf1958
https://www.youtube.com/@terryrowles


On The Mark Podcast
You know when you have found a great interviewer
when they converse with the person in front of
them rather than working through a list of pre-
planned questions with no regard for the answers
given.

Mark Immelman is one of those “great
interviewers”. 

Always looking to ask flowing, appropriate
questions whilst having the uncanny ability to
make the person in front of him feel comfortable,
Immelman is a master. Whilst On The Mark
includes interviews with experts across a wide
range of golfing fields, it is his conversations with
some of the game’s best coaches (Immelman is a
brilliant coach in his own right) that prove to be the
most meaningful for us. Check out his interviews
with Bill Harmon and Brady Riggs to see what I'm
talking about.
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https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/on-the-mark-golf-podcast/id1096925460
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/bill-harmon-on-his-career-in-golf-and-how-you-can/id1096925460?i=1000584571882
https://podcasts.apple.com/au/podcast/brady-riggs-busts-a-few-myths-and-helps-you-to-better-golf/id1096925460?i=1000506768275


Participation Coaching
Podcast

One from my good friend Wojciech Wasniewski
here, the Participation Coaching Podcast deals
with the oh-so-rare podcast topic of participation
and bringing people (especially Juniors) into golf
rather than the performance of the elite of the elite.

Guests include passionate academics, Junior
specific coaches as well as golf entrepreneurs
expressing their views on anything from coaching
in schools, to how to conduct the first lesson with a
new golfer. Much like the Earn Your Edge Podcast,
a shame that it stopped so early as I was a big fan.

Note: I always enjoy listening to James Hong; Neil
Plimmer's episode around participation and all
things JOLF as well as the conversation with
Operation36 were all great listens.
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https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/participation-coaching-podcast/id1194009599
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/earn-your-edge-decoding-excellence-in-golf-life/id1389067304
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/catering-to-the-needs-of-all-junior-golfers-james-hong/id1194009599?i=1000402932841
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/appropriate-junior-and-beginner-golf-experiences-with/id1194009599?i=1000379846670
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/getting-kids-playing-on-the-golf-course-with-operation/id1194009599?i=1000401421380


Sasho Mackenzie

In my opinion Sasho Mackenzie is one of, if not the
leading light of the golf coaching industry. A
biomechanist by trade, Sasho has produced some
of the most pioneering work in relation to golf
performance and the golf swing in recent history.
His studies around the hypothesis of a 3d flat spot,
the effect of shallowing in transition, heads-up
putting and ideas around boosting club speed
have transformed what we know as modern day
golf coaching and he has and will continue to push
the envelope like no other. 

Moreover, although the concepts that he deals with
are relatively complex, he breaks things down and
explains them extremely clearly and is wonderfully
patient with those for whom scientific
comprehension may not come naturally. A brilliant
mind and superb speaker, I can’t speak highly
enough of him. He is a reference for all of us.
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https://twitter.com/sashomackenzie?lang=es


Short Game Secrets
James Ridyard & John Graham

Two of the best at work here with James Ridyard
on approach play and John Graham on putting.
There are now 12 different Short Game Secrets
releases considering material for both players and
coaches around: green reading, start line, speed
control, wedge play, scrambling and bunker play.

Explanations are clear and although a lot of topics
are covered, there is a very useful summary of the
key points at the end of each section.

James and John make a great team (although
rarely seen on screen together) with both coaches
very consistent in the quality of their presentation.
Good stuff.

Note: The "Drills and Games" given in it's self-titled
video are great additions to lessons with players of
all levels.

13

https://shortgamesecrets.tv/


Southern California PGA

The Southern California PGA consistently puts
great stuff out there on their Youtube channel.
Obviously made with care and with the intention of
offering up to date education for its coaches, their
videos include live Q&A's via Zoom as well as
presentations from some of the world's leading
coaches during their annual California Teaching
and Coaching Summit.

It is very seldom that you will find such high quality
live presentations and lessons with such great
sound quality with the most high profile coaches in
the world. It is also great to see some less high-
profile coaches get a chance to express their views
on all things golf coaching. 

I really like this channel.

Note: As a Chris Como fan, I really like his sit-down
chat but the presentations from Mark Blackburn
and Derek Uyeda are also particularly informative
in the modern world of golf coaching. 
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https://www.youtube.com/@SCPGA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-hIA0F9Qfk&t=4766s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mwRSOAc0-hQ&t=5597s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nzNHvnfTnzM


Sophia Jowett
The person to defer to when it comes to coaching
in the academic world, particularly when it pertains
to fostering a healthy coach-athlete relationship, Dr
Sophia Jowett has been at the forefront of
coaching research for a number of years.

With over 140 publications covering a wide range of
sports, she is one of the most knowledgable and
trustworthy resources around. If you like to take a
more studious approach when it comes to
improving your coaching then there is no-one
better than her. 

Now, let's see if more golf specific coaching papers
come to light in the coming years!
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https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Sophia-Jowett


Swing Expedition
Chris Como

Rarely are we afforded the opportunity to get such
a close look at the philosophies and practices of the
world's best coaches as we are in  Golf Pass' Swing
Expedition. 

Guests are relaxed and open while Como, a
counterpart of theirs, asks insightful questions that
are aimed at helping the viewer at home. Episodes
are short (around 25 minutes) but with more than
enough time for us to really get to know the
coaches covered and their tried and tested
methods.

Note. Pick of the bunch is the episode with Mike
Adams. For those who like to work with neutral
grips and takeaways, Adams will certainly get you
thinking.
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Credit: GolfPass

https://www.golfpass.com/watch/swing-expedition-with-chris-como
https://www.golfpass.com/watch/swing-expedition-with-chris-como/mike-adams


The Talent Code
Daniel Coyle

An oldie but a goodie here. Well, "oldie" if you
consider 2009 old. When it first came out, very few
books in the skill learning field made as many
waves as Daniel Coyle's The Talent Code and even
though the furore has obviously quelled with time, I
really do believe that this is a really important book
for coaches across all sports.

Okay, you might not talk about "myelin insulation"
in your lessons and the 10,000 hour notion has
largely been debunked, but the vast majority of the
themes discussed are still absolutely relevant and
helpful for us. Moreover, one of only the three
chapters that the book contains is titled "Master
Coaching" with loads of ideas around how to
improve our coaching.

Note: I have always enjoyed the follow-up to this,
"The Little Book Of Talent".
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https://www.amazon.com/-/es/Daniel-Coyle/dp/055380684X
https://www.amazon.com/-/es/Daniel-Coyle/dp/034553025X/ref=sr_1_1?__mk_es_US=%C3%85M%C3%85%C5%BD%C3%95%C3%91&crid=CDSFPTLXYQUZ&keywords=the+little+book+of+talent&qid=1683381689&s=books&sprefix=the+little+book+of+talen%2Cstripbooks-intl-ship%2C181&sr=1-1


The 1-Page Marketing Plan
Allan Dib

Particularly with the advent of social media, the
ability to market yourself effectively has been
shown to be essential in the modern coaching
world. Unfortunately, we as golf coaches are not
normally particular well-versed in this subject! For
this reason Allan Dib's The 1 Page Marketing Plan
can be such a Godsend for so many.

Actually 234 pages in length, this gem gives you a
whistle-stop tour of the basics of marketing with so
many of the examples given easily transferable to
golf.

Speaking from my own experience, I've
implemented a couple of ideas from it with good
success and for only 2.99$ in the Kindle version, an
absolute steal.
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https://www.amazon.com/-/es/Allan-Dib/dp/1733301208/ref=sr_1_5?keywords=one+page+marketing+plan&qid=1683381814&s=books&sprefix=the+one+page+mar%2Cstripbooks-intl-ship%2C208&sr=1-5


The Pro
Butch Harmon

Part autobiography. Part How To Guide. Part loving
obituary to his late, great father. Butch Harmon's
The Pro is an informative and often moving
retrospective of the lessons to be learned from the
work of Claude Harmon Sr and how Butch has
been able to implement them into his own
coaching.

Each of the 10 chapters is based around a quote
from Claude Sr that applies to coaching with each
idea summarised nicely at the end in a list of
Claude's Pearls.

Although none of us will probably win The Masters
like Claude did, we absolutely have the right to
reach similar levels in coaching and the ideas
covered in this book can help no end with this.
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https://www.amazon.com/-/es/dp/B000FMRY7U/ref=sr_1_1?__mk_es_US=%C3%85M%C3%85%C5%BD%C3%95%C3%91&crid=2YAS1WJ1KGR1S&keywords=the+pro+butch+harmon&qid=1683381996&s=books&sprefix=the+pro+butch+harmo%2Cstripbooks-intl-ship%2C193&sr=1-1


The Ripple Effect
Pete Cowen

Pete Cowen's The Ripple Effect is always a good
one for bunker play. Cowen is apparently a bit of a
wizard in the bunker and even though this DVD
was made more for players than coaches per se,
there's a hell of a lot of good stuff for us here.

The high shot, how to release it, the plugged lie and
the spinner are just some of the shots considered
and even though his standard bunker shot
technique won't work for everyone, the hit rate
really is pretty high.

Note: If you're a fan of Cowen then a good partner
to this one is the Pyramid Of Learning which
covers his thoughts on the full swing including the
famous Spiral Staircase.
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https://www.amazon.com/Bunker-Masterclass-Ripple-Effect-DVD/dp/B000R347U4
https://www.amazon.com/-/es/dp/B000RZJTMI/ref=sr_1_2?__mk_es_US=%C3%85M%C3%85%C5%BD%C3%95%C3%91&crid=5ZYUI7STHFW&keywords=pete+cowen+golf&qid=1683465158&s=digital-text&sprefix=pete+cowen+gol%2Cdigital-text%2C179&sr=1-2


The Tao Of Leadership
John Heider

A bit "out there" but good. Think Sun Tzu's Art of
War but without Tony Soprano quoting it. Lao Tzu's
Tao Te Ching, adapted for a new age by John
Heider, is a terrific roadmap when it comes to
leadership and keeping our players invested.

The book is broken down into 81, double-page
chapters with so many insightful pearls here; "You
are there to facilitate anyother person's process";
"Be more like a midwife". Although obviously not
solely for golf coaches, so many of the chapters feel
like they were made directly for us.

We are all sometimes guilty of letting our ego get
in the way and losing track of what leadership is
but this book can brilliantly help us to keep moving
in the right direciton.
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https://www.amazon.com/-/es/John-Heider/dp/1623860199/ref=sr_1_1?__mk_es_US=%C3%85M%C3%85%C5%BD%C3%95%C3%91&crid=1Y3CVRFTKDPVT&keywords=the+tao+of+leadership&qid=1683382252&sprefix=the+tao+of+leadership%2Caps%2C183&sr=8-1


Titleist Performance Institute
As far as philosophies go, not asking someone to do
something they're not physically capable of doing
is a pretty water-tight one and it is this philosophy
that underpins the work of TPI. 

Offering a wealth of information in their
certification as well as their free articles and videos,
TPI is the place to go to when it comes to the
golfing body.

By far my favourite thing to come from them,
though,  is the Drills & Exercises page on their
website with over 1000 free videos around the
swing and physical exercises. Videos are short and
sweet (around 1:30) and Dave Philips (for the swing)
does a great job in explaining and demonstrating. I
really like the filter option as well so you can hone
in on what you're exactly looking for. Impressive
stuff. 
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Credit: TPI

https://www.mytpi.com/
https://www.mytpi.com/exercises


Trackman Golf
Don't be fooled by this one. I'm not saying go out
and buy the 25,000$ little orange box nor am I
saying that we should analyse our player's peak
heights or feet of curvature. But, if a large part of
our job is to help our players control the ball, as I
believe it is, then we must understand ball flight
and the impact factors that create it.

This is where Trackman, and in particular its
website and Trackman University app come in.
Everything there is to know about impact and its
subsequent effect on ball flight can be found
somewhere in the Trackman-verse and this is what
makes it such an outstanding resource for us as
coaches.
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Note: I know I've just mentioned it but I really like
the Trackman University app. Everything is broken
down into small, manageable modules and you can
test yourself on your knowledge along the way.

Credit: TrackmanGolf

https://www.trackman.com/
https://www.trackman.com/
https://trackmanuniversity.com/LoginAndSignUp?ReturnUrl=%2F


Winning: Sir Dave Brailsford

From the man behind the "marginal gains"
philosophy and the tremendous success of Team
Sky and Team GB cycling, Sir Dave Brailsford's
conversation with Sir Martin Sorrell is filled with
lessons for the thoughtful coach.

Where these aforementioned successes come from
is not difficult to see as we learn the logical and
methodical process that Brailsford employs as well
as his firm beliefs on what top coaching entails. It
certainly gets the cogs turning as to how these
practices can be transferred to golf.

Note: If you're a fan of Brailsford, you get an even
better understanding of how he works and his
motivations in his appearances on the Team Sky
and Bradley Wiggins documentaries.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZjBd0GVyJw0&t=2167s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuO_YK5lLUw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rzmXvHHQzcs&t=3368s


Under The Hat
Golfzon Leadbetter

One of the video series that I have enjoyed in
recent times is the Under The Hat series from
Golfzon Leadbetter made during lockdown. Guests
are varied and offer different views over a wide
range of subjects with host Stuart Clayton doing a
good job offering captivating questions. 

Although the Leadbetter team sometimes get
stereotpyed, both their influences and those who
they have influenced are exremely diverse and we
get an insight of that here. Enjoyed.

Note: Pick of the bunch is the interview with
Spencer from CoachNow who explores how we as
coaches should take more of an entrepreneurial
mindset rather than just working within the “time
for money” paradigm. Well worth a watch.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sJ5yzOqDF2E&list=PLnxDCBMtjmHR9b0i0RcVsDQwdH2zr6ZeT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BHaCSXDwMIM


www.golfcoachinstitute.com

info@golfcoachinstitute.com

IIf you enjoyed The 25 Best Resources
For Golf Coaches then we have plenty
more helpful articles, videos and
podcasts at:

And for more information about The
Golf Coach Institute then please feel
free to contact us at:

https://golfcoachinstitute.com/

